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Keywords Abstract
People’s Movements, The period between 1930 and 1960 represents a transformative phase in the
Social history of Maharashtra, marked by intense popular mobilization and far-
. reaching social change. This era witnessed the convergence of nationalist
Transformation, struggles against colonial rule with region-specific movements addressing
Maharashtra History, agrarian distress, labor exploitation, caste oppression, gender inequality, and
Nationalist linguistic identity. People’s movements during this period played a decisive
Movement role in reshaping political consciousness and redefining social relations,
! making Maharashtra a critical site for examining the dynamics of mass
Peasant and Labour mobilization in modern India.
Movements, This paper examines the nature, scope, and impact of people’s movements in

Maharashtra from a historical perspective, focusing on how collective action
, contributed to social transformation. It analyzes major nationalist movements
Werar s such as the Civil Disobedience Movement and the Quit India Movement
Participation. alongside peasant struggles, labor movements, Dalit and anti-caste
mobilization, women’s participation, and cultural activism. Particular
attention is paid to the leadership of figures such as B. R. Ambedkar, whose
interventions reoriented mass politics toward social justice and equality, and
to the role of grassroots activism in shaping political outcomes.

The paper also explores the long-term consequences of people’s movements,
including the expansion of democratic participation, the growth of social
justice consciousness, and the institutionalization of reform through
legislation and state reorganization. At the same time, it critically examines
the limitations and contradictions of mass mobilization, such as internal
divisions, uneven outcomes, and the persistence of social inequalities.

Dalit Movement,
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INTRODUCTION
The history of modern Maharashtra is deeply intertwined with people’s movements that sought to
challenge political domination, social injustice, and economic exploitation. Between 1930 and
1960, the region witnessed an extraordinary phase of mass mobilization that transformed not only
political structures but also social consciousness. This period encompasses the final phase of the
anti-colonial struggle, the transition to independence, and the reorganization of states on linguistic
lines. People’s movements during these decades were instrumental in shaping Maharashtra’s
political culture and social institutions.
Conventional historiography has often emphasized elite leadership, constitutional developments,
and institutional politics. While these aspects are important, such an approach risks overlooking
the role of ordinary people whose collective action gave substance to historical change. Peasants
protesting against oppressive land revenue systems, industrial workers demanding fair wages and
working conditions, Dalits challenging caste hierarchies, women asserting their presence in public
life, and cultural activists mobilizing through literature and folk traditions all contributed to a
broader process of social transformation.
Maharashtra provides a particularly rich context for studying people’s movements because of its
diverse social composition and strong tradition of social reform. From the legacy of nineteenth-
century reformers to the rise of radical politics in the twentieth century, the region has consistently
produced movements that linked political freedom with social justice. The period from 1930 to
1960 marks a culmination of these tendencies, as mass participation reached unprecedented levels.
This paper examines people’s movements in Maharashtra during this crucial period and analyzes
their role in bringing about social transformation. It argues that these movements were not isolated
or episodic events but interconnected struggles that collectively reshaped social relations, political
participation, and regional identity. By adopting a people-centered historical perspective, the study
seeks to highlight the agency of marginalized groups and to contribute to a more inclusive
understanding of Maharashtra’s modern history.

. CONCEPTUAL AND METHODOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK

People’s movements are generally understood as collective actions initiated and sustained by
ordinary citizens to bring about social, political, or economic change. In historical analysis, such
movements are significant because they reveal how power is negotiated outside formal institutions.
Rather than viewing history solely as the outcome of elite decision-making, the study of people’s
movements emphasizes popular participation, resistance, and consciousness.

This paper draws upon social movement theory while remaining grounded in historical
methodology. It treats movements as dynamic processes shaped by material conditions, ideological
influences, leadership, and popular participation. The study employs a qualitative historical
approach, using a wide range of sources such as archival documents, contemporary newspapers,
memoirs, government reports, and literary and cultural texts.

The work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution
OIS - o
Non Commercial 4.0 International License


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/deed.en
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2945-3135

ISSN (ELECTRONIC): 2945-3135

Waydande Devidas (2025). People’s Movements and Social Transformation in Maharashtra (1930—
1960) a Historical Perspective. International Journal of Multidisciplinary Research & Reviews,
4(4), 214-220.

An important methodological concern is the integration of political history with social and cultural
history. People’s movements cannot be fully understood without examining the social contexts in
which they emerged or the cultural forms through which they were expressed. Songs, pamphlets,
speeches, and protest literature often conveyed political messages more effectively than formal
political discourse. By incorporating these sources, the paper attempts to capture the lived
experience of mass mobilization.

3. SOCIO-POLITICAL BACKGROUND OF MAHARASHTRA (1930-1960)
During the early 1930s, Maharashtra was part of the Bombay Presidency under British rule. The
region was marked by sharp social inequalities, agrarian distress, and growing industrialization.
The global economic depression exacerbated rural poverty and intensified discontent among
peasants and workers. Colonial policies related to land revenue, taxation, and labor regulation
contributed to widespread dissatisfaction.
Caste remained a powerful determinant of social relations. Despite earlier reform movements,
untouchability and social exclusion persisted, particularly in rural areas. Urban centers such as
Mumbai and Pune, while offering employment opportunities, reproduced new forms of inequality
through exploitative labor practices and informal housing.
The transition to independence in 1947 brought hopes of social justice and equality, but structural
inequalities did not disappear overnight. The postcolonial state inherited many colonial
administrative frameworks, and social reform proceeded unevenly. The demand for linguistic
reorganization of states added another dimension to regional politics, culminating in the formation
of Maharashtra state in 1960.

4. NATIONALIST MASS MOVEMENTS IN MAHARASHTRA
Maharashtra played an active role in the nationalist mass movements of the 1930s and 1940s. The
Civil Disobedience Movement witnessed widespread participation, including boycotts of foreign
goods, salt satyagrahas, and protests against colonial authority. Students, workers, peasants, and
women participated in large numbers, demonstrating the broad social base of the movement.
The Quit India Movement of 1942 marked a radical phase of resistance. In Maharashtra, the
movement assumed both urban and rural forms, including strikes, sabotage of communication
networks, and underground activities. Although the colonial state responded with repression, the
movement intensified political consciousness and demonstrated the capacity of ordinary people to
challenge imperial power.
These nationalist movements not only aimed at political independence but also fostered a sense of
collective identity and democratic participation. They provided a training ground for later social
and political mobilization in the postcolonial period.

5. PEASANT AND AGRARIAN MOVEMENTS
Agrarian distress was a major catalyst for people’s movements in Maharashtra. Peasants faced high
land revenue demands, indebtedness, and exploitation by landlords and moneylenders. In response,
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various peasant movements emerged, demanding relief from oppressive practices and greater
control over land and resources. Kisan Sabhas and left-oriented organizations played a crucial role
in mobilizing peasants. These movements emphasized collective action and class solidarity,
challenging traditional power structures in rural society. Although their immediate successes were
limited, they contributed to the politicization of the rural population and influenced post-
independence agrarian reforms. Peasant movements also intersected with caste dynamics, as
landlessness and exploitation disproportionately affected lower-caste communities. This
intersection reinforced the link between economic and social justice in rural mobilization.

6. LABOUR AND WORKING-CLASS MOVEMENTS
Industrialization in Maharashtra led to the growth of a sizable working class, particularly in textile
mills and other urban industries. Workers faced long hours, low wages, and hazardous working
conditions. Trade unions emerged as important vehicles for articulating workers’ demands and
organizing collective action.
Labour movements in cities such as Mumbai and Solapur combined economic demands with
broader political goals. Influenced by socialist and communist ideologies, these movements
emphasized class consciousness and workers’ rights. Strikes and protests became common forms
of resistance, contributing to legislative reforms and improved working conditions over time.
Working-class movements also played a role in shaping urban political culture. They expanded the
scope of political participation and challenged elite dominance in municipal and regional politics.

7. DALIT AND ANTI-CASTE MOVEMENTS
One of the most significant dimensions of people’s movements in Maharashtra during this period
was the struggle against caste oppression. Dalit movements challenged entrenched hierarchies and
demanded social dignity, political representation, and access to public resources. Under the
leadership of B. R. Ambedkar, these movements articulated a powerful critique of caste-based
discrimination.
Events such as the Mahad Satyagraha and temple entry movements symbolized the assertion of
equal rights. The emphasis on education, political organization, and legal reform distinguished the
Dalit movement from earlier reformist efforts. Conversion to Buddhism represented a radical
rejection of caste ideology and a reimagining of identity.
Dalit movements transformed social relations by challenging notions of purity and hierarchy. They
also influenced constitutional provisions related to equality and affirmative action, leaving a
lasting impact on Indian democracy.

8. WOMEN’S PARTICIPATION IN PEOPLE’S MOVEMENTS
Women played a crucial but often underrecognized role in people’s movements. In nationalist
struggles, women participated in protests, boycotts, and underground activities. Their involvement
challenged traditional gender roles and expanded the boundaries of public life.
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Women were also active in labor and social movements, addressing issues such as wages, working
conditions, and social reform. Participation in collective action fostered political awareness and
contributed to the emergence of women’s organizations.

Although gender inequalities persisted, women’s participation in people’s movements during this
period laid the groundwork for later feminist mobilization and policy reforms.

9. CULTURAL AND LITERARY MOVEMENTS

Cultural and literary movements were integral to people’s mobilization in Maharashtra.
Progressive writers, folk artists, and performers used literature, theatre, and songs to articulate
social criticism and inspire collective action. Cultural expression served as both a reflection of
social realities and a tool for mobilization.

These movements helped disseminate political ideas among wider audiences, particularly those
excluded from formal education. By linking culture with politics, activists created a shared
language of resistance and solidarity.

10. LINGUISTIC AND REGIONAL MOVEMENTS

The Samyukta Maharashtra Movement represented a culmination of people’s mobilization during
this period. Demanding a separate state based on linguistic identity, the movement mobilized
diverse social groups. Mass protests and political pressure ultimately led to the formation of
Maharashtra state in 1960.

While the movement emphasized regional unity, it also revealed internal social tensions.
Nonetheless, it demonstrated the power of popular mobilization in shaping state policy and
regional identity.

11. IMPACT ON SOCIAL TRANSFORMATION

People’s movements between 1930 and 1960 contributed significantly to social transformation in
Maharashtra. They expanded democratic participation, fostered social justice consciousness, and
influenced policy reforms. Movements addressing caste, class, gender, and regional identity
collectively reshaped social relations.

At the same time, limitations remained. Social inequalities persisted, and the benefits of
transformation were unevenly distributed. Nevertheless, the cumulative impact of these
movements was profound.

12. CONCLUSION
This study has demonstrated that people’s movements played a central role in the social
transformation of Maharashtra between 1930 and 1960. Through collective action, ordinary people
challenged political domination, social hierarchy, and economic exploitation. These movements
not only contributed to India’s independence and state formation but also reshaped social
consciousness and democratic practice.
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By foregrounding popular participation and marginalized voices, the paper underscores the
importance of people-centered history. Understanding these movements is essential for
appreciating the foundations of modern Maharashtra and the ongoing struggles for social justice in
India.
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