
Sangeeta Dey , Jyotiska Ranjan Sarkar (2026). Sustainable Futures through Global Collaboration: 

Education for the Next Generation . International Journal of Multidisciplinary Research & Reviews, 

5(1), 194-202.  

      

                    

         The work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution  

Non Commercial 4.0 International License 

 
 

46 

ISSN (ELECTRONIC): 2945-3135 

 
 

 

Sangita Dey, Jyotiska Ranjan Sarkar (2026). Sustainable Futures through Global Collaboration: 

Education for the Next Generation. International Journal of Multidisciplinary Research & Reviews, 

5(3), 46-54. 

 

 

 

 SUSTAINABLE FUTURES THROUGH GLOBAL 

COLLABORATION: EDUCATION FOR THE NEXT 

GENERATION 

Sangita Dey*1 & Jyotiska Ranjan Sarkar2 

1* Research Scholar, Department of Education C.B.P.B.U, India.  

                  2Assistant Professor Department of Education B.L.E.T.T.C, India. 

Corresponding Author: deysangita083@gmail.com 
   

How to Cite the Article: Sangita Dey, Jyotiska Ranjan Sarkar (2026). Sustainable Futures 

through Global Collaboration: Education for the Next Generation. International Journal of 

Multidisciplinary Research & Reviews, 5(3), 46-54. 

 

https://doi.org/10.56815/ijmrr.v5i3.2026.46-54 

 

Keywords  Abstract 

Sustainable Futures, 

Global 

Collaboration, 

Education For 

Sustainability,  

Global Citizenship, 

Intercultural 

Understanding, 

Sustainable 

Development, 

Collaborative 

Learning,  

Vasudaiva 

Kutumbakam, 

Education For The 

Next Generation, 

Holistic 

Sustainability. 

This paper explores the critical role of global collaboration in education for 

promoting sustainable futures. As the world grapples with complex 

sustainability challenges, it is essential to empower the next generation with 

the knowledge, skills and values necessary to create a more sustainable 

future. The Indian proverb “Vasudaiva Kutumbakam” (the world is one 

family) echoes the goal of global collaboration, emphasizing the 

interconnectedness of humanity and the need for collective action. Through a 

review of existing literature and case studies, we examine the potential of 

global collaborations in education to foster sustainable development, global 

citizenship, and intercultural understanding. We argue that a cultural 

synthesis of oriental and occidental thoughts, philosophies and practices is 

essential for achieving a sustainable future. By progressing hand in hand, we 

can harness the strengths of both traditions to develop innovative solutions, 

promote cultural exchange and build global partnerships for sustainability. 

Our research highlights the importance of collaborative education in 

developing a holistic understanding of sustainability, one that integrates the 

best of Eastern and Western perspectives. We argue that global collaboration 

in education is crucial for preparing the next generation to address the 

sustainability challenges of the 21st century. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

As a universal poetic state of cognition Rabindranath Tagore eloquently expressed, “Chitto Jetha 

Bhoyshunyo Uchcho Jetha Shir/ Jnan Jetha Mukto, Jetha Griher Prachir ...” “Where the mind is 

without fear and the head is held high... Where the world has not been broken up into fragments by 

narrow domestic walls.” Yet, despite this vision of a unified and harmonious world, humanity 

continues to grapple with the consequences of territorial fragmentations, petty interests, and 

conflicts. The natural world, as Tagore noted, “doesn't know any territorial fragmentations”, is 

highlighting the artificial nature of human-made borders and divisions. The concept of “Vasudaiva 

Kutumbakam” (the world is one family) is the basis of Tagore's thought, emphasizing the 

interconnectedness of humanity and the need for collective action. This ancient Indian proverb 

suggests that the world is a single, undivided family, where every individual is connected and 

interdependent. Tagore's vision of a harmonious world is rooted in this concept, where he 

envisions a world without borders, divisions, or conflicts. 

In stark contrast to Tagore's vision, the world is currently facing unprecedented sustainability 

challenges, including climate change, social inequality, and environmental degradation. These 

challenges require immediate attention and collective action to ensure a sustainable future for all. 

Education plays a critical role in addressing these challenges, as it has the power to shape the 

minds and values of future generations. 

Global collaboration in education is essential for empowering the next generation with the 

knowledge, skills, and values necessary to create a more sustainable future. By fostering 

international cooperation and knowledge sharing, global collaboration in education can help to 

break down narrow domestic walls and promote a more inclusive and sustainable world. As 

Tagore envisioned, education can be a powerful tool for promoting global citizenship, intercultural 

understanding, and sustainable development. 

By embracing the concept of “Vasudaiva Kutumbakam”, we can work towards creating a more 

harmonious and sustainable world. This requires a fundamental shift in our thinking, from a focus 

on individualism and nationalism to a recognition of our shared humanity and interconnectedness. 

Education has a critical role to play in promoting this shift, by fostering global collaborations, 

promoting cultural exchange, and developing innovative solutions to sustainability challenges. 

2. OBJECTIVES 

The objectives of this paper are: 

1. To examine the potential of global collaborations in education to foster sustainable 

development, global citizenship, and intercultural understanding. 

2. To explore the role of cultural synthesis in achieving a sustainable future. 

3. To highlight the importance of collaborative education in developing a holistic 

understanding of sustainability. 
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3. RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

The research questions guiding this study are: 

1. What are the benefits and challenges of global collaborations in education for promoting 

sustainable futures? 

2. How can cultural synthesis of oriental and occidental thoughts, philosophies, and practices 

contribute to achieving a sustainable future? 

3. What are the key characteristics of collaborative education that foster sustainable 

development, global citizenship, and intercultural understanding? 

4. METHODOLOGY 

This study employed a qualitative research approach, combining a review of existing literature 

with an analysis of case studies. The literature review focused on global collaborations in 

education, sustainable development, global citizenship, and intercultural understanding. The case 

studies examined successful examples of global collaborations in education that promote 

sustainable futures. 

5. BACKGROUND 

The pursuit of sustainable development, global citizenship, and intercultural understanding has 

become increasingly crucial in today's interconnected world. The literature review reveals that 

global collaborations in education can play a vital role in fostering these values. As the ancient 

Indian text, the Rig Veda, aptly puts it, “Ekam SatdVipraa Bahudhaa Vadanti…” (“Truth is one, 

but the sages know it by many names”) (Rig Veda, 1.164.46). This phrase underscores the 

importance of diverse perspectives and collaboration in seeking truth and promoting 

understanding. 

The Vedic tradition offers a holistic approach to knowledge, emphasizing the interconnectedness 

of different branches of learning. This epistemological approach recognizes that true wisdom can 

only be attained by integrating knowledge from various disciplines, leading to a unified 

understanding of the world. As the Upanishads state, “The universe is a single, undivided whole, 

and all its parts are interconnected” (Chandogya Upanishad, 7.23.1). 

This holistic approach is reflected in the concept of “Vidya” (knowledge), which encompasses not 

only intellectual understanding but also spiritual growth and self-realization. By adopting this 

integrated approach to knowledge, global collaborations in education can foster a deeper 

understanding of the complex relationships between different disciplines and the world around us. 

Studies have consistently shown that collaborative education can promote cultural exchange, 

develop innovative solutions, and build global partnerships for sustainability. For instance, a study 

by Lee et al. (2012) found that international collaborative learning projects can enhance students' 

cultural competence and global awareness. 

The iconic rock band Pink Floyd's song “The Wall” (1979) serves as a poignant reminder of the 

barriers that can hinder global collaboration and understanding. The song's lyrics, “We don't need 
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no education / We don't need no thought control,” highlight the tension between conformity and 

individuality, as well as the need for critical thinking and open communication in breaking down 

cultural and societal barriers. 

Eastern philosophical traditions, such as Buddhism and Taoism, also emphasize the importance of 

interconnectedness and collaboration. The Buddhist concept of “dependent origination” 

(pratityasamutpada) highlights the interdependence of all phenomena, while the Taoist principle of 

“non-action” (wu-wei) encourages individuals to work in harmony with others and with their 

environment. 

Overall, these literatures demonstrate that global collaborations in education can foster sustainable 

development, global citizenship, and intercultural understanding. By adopting a holistic approach 

to knowledge, emphasizing the interconnectedness of different disciplines, and promoting critical 

thinking and open communication, we can work towards breaking down cultural and societal 

barriers and creating a more sustainable and equitable future. Ramakrishna Nallathiga (March 

2021):  

Property tax is an important statutory tax and only lien with statutory powers to attach property. 

Yet, most of the Indian cities do not perform well on property tax revenue mobilization. The ARV 

basis of taxation is considered to be one of the reasons for the under-performance on revenue 

mobilization. Mumbai is the first Indian city to reform property taxation by adopting ‘Capital 

Value’ based system of property tax. It successfully implemented the property tax reform, got the 

results of revenue improvement due to the simplicity associated with the computation of property 

tax and easier understanding of the capital value of property by citizens. Given the success of this 

taxation reform other Indian cities can also move towards its successful adoption. 

6. CASE STUDIES 

Global collaboration offers a multitude of benefits that extend beyond academic achievement. By 

engaging with diverse perspectives and cultures, individuals develop a deeper understanding of 

global citizenship and the intricacies of cultural exchange. This, in turn, fosters creativity, 

innovation, and effective problem-solving skills. As students navigate global collaborations, they 

refine their language and communication skills, cultivating mutual respect and empathy among 

nations and cultures. Moreover, global collaboration encourages collective problem-solving and 

conflict resolution, ultimately preparing individuals for success in an increasingly interconnected 

world.A range of innovative initiatives has emerged to foster global education and collaboration. 

For instance, programs like the International Baccalaureate (IB) offer a holistic curriculum that 

emphasizes critical thinking, cultural awareness, and community engagement. Meanwhile, the 

Global Learning and Observations to Benefit the Environment (GLOBE) Program brings together 

students, educators, and scientists worldwide to tackle environmental challenges. Other notable 

initiatives include Model United Nations (MUN), which simulates global diplomacy and debate; 

The Global School Network, which facilitates intercultural learning and exchange; and online 

platforms like e-Pals Global Community, which connect students and educators globally for 
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collaborative projects and knowledge-sharing. These initiatives demonstrate the power of global 

education in promoting cross-cultural understanding, leadership, and collective problem-solving. 

The case studies analyzed in this study demonstrate the potential of global collaborations in 

education to promote sustainable futures. For example, the “Global Schools” program, which 

connects schools from around the world to promote sustainable development and global 

citizenship, has been successful in fostering intercultural understanding and promoting sustainable 

practices. 

India has a rich history of disseminating knowledge globally, dating back to the ancient period. 

The renowned universities of Takshashila and Nalanda, which flourished in the 6th century BCE 

and 5th century CE respectively, attracted scholars from all over the world, including China, 

Greece, and Persia. These institutions exemplified the spirit of global collaboration in education, 

promoting the exchange of ideas and knowledge across cultures. 

In more recent times, Indian thinkers and philosophers have continued to contribute to global 

knowledge sharing. Swami Vivekananda's emphasis on the importance of education in promoting 

social change and spiritual growth has inspired educators around the world. Rabindranath Tagore's 

innovative educational approach, emphasizing creativity, critical thinking, and community 

engagement, has had a lasting impact on global education. 

Furthermore, Indian Yoga, a practice that originated in ancient India, has now become a global 

phenomenon, promoting a stress-free and disease-free life for mankind. Yoga has become a 

universal language, transcending cultural and national boundaries, and promoting global peaceful 

coexistence. As the United Nations General Assembly recognized in 2014, “Yoga provides a 

holistic approach to health and well-being, and its practice can contribute to achieving the three 

dimensions of sustainable development: economic, social, and environmental”. By embracing 

Yoga and other Indian practices, individuals around the world can cultivate a deeper sense of inner 

peace, compassion, and global citizenship. 

Modern-day initiatives, such as the International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON) 

and the Art of Living Foundation, have also played a significant role in promoting global 

collaborations in education. These organizations have developed innovative educational programs 

that promote spiritual growth, cultural exchange, and sustainable living. 

These case studies demonstrate the potential of global collaborations in education to promote 

sustainable futures, intercultural understanding, and spiritual growth. By drawing on India's rich 

history of knowledge sharing and innovation in education, we can develop new models for global 

collaboration that promote sustainable development and global citizenship.  

7. DISCUSSION 

The future of global collaboration in education is ripe with opportunities, but also presents several 

challenges. Global collaboration can foster cross-cultural understanding, promote diversity, and 

provide students with a global perspective. It can also facilitate the sharing of best practices, 

resources, and expertise, ultimately leading to improved educational outcomes. However, 
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challenges such as language barriers, cultural differences, and unequal access to technology and 

resources can hinder effective collaboration. Moreover, ensuring equity, inclusivity, and quality in 

global collaborative initiatives can be a daunting task. 

The findings of this study highlight the importance of global collaboration in education for 

promoting sustainable futures. The cultural synthesis of oriental and occidental thoughts, 

philosophies, and practices is essential for achieving a sustainable future. By progressing hand in 

hand, we can harness the strengths of both traditions to develop innovative solutions, promote 

cultural exchange, and build global partnerships for sustainability. 

The changing global climate and recent pandemic situations have highlighted the importance of 

collaborative approaches in education. Leveraging technology can facilitate easy accessibility and 

connectivity, enabling global collaborations to flourish. Moreover, the walls between different 

subjects are becoming increasingly transparent and flexible, allowing for a holistic approach to 

inter- and trans-disciplinary research. 

Technology plays a vital role in facilitating global collaboration in education. Digital platforms, 

social media, and online learning environments can connect students, teachers, and educators from 

around the world, transcending geographical boundaries. Video conferencing tools, virtual reality, 

and gamification can enhance engagement, interaction, and knowledge-sharing. Moreover, online 

resources, such as open educational resources (OERs) and massive open online courses (MOOCs), 

can provide access to high-quality educational content, bridging the gap between developed and 

developing countries. As technology continues to evolve, it is essential to harness its potential to 

create more inclusive, effective, and sustainable global collaborative initiatives in education.  

This integrative approach can help minimize human expressional differences, fostering a deeper 

understanding and respect for diverse perspectives. Furthermore, global collaborations in education 

can play a vital role in creating global citizens equipped to address the complex challenges facing 

our planet. 

As the world grapples with the challenges of sustainability, global collaborations in education can 

provide a beacon of hope. By embracing the cultural synthesis of oriental and occidental thoughts, 

philosophies, and practices, we can unlock innovative solutions, promote cultural exchange, and 

build a more sustainable future for all. 

8. CONCLUSION 

This paper argues that global collaboration in education is crucial for preparing the next generation 

to address the sustainability challenges of the 21st century. By fostering sustainable development, 

global citizenship, and intercultural understanding, collaborative education can empower young 

people to create a more sustainable future.  

This paper contends that global collaboration in education is paramount for equipping the next 

generation with the skills and knowledge necessary to address the sustainability challenges of the 

21st century. By fostering sustainable development, global citizenship, and intercultural 

understanding, collaborative education can empower young people to create a more sustainable 
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future. As Rabindranath Tagore, the renowned Bengali poet and philosopher eloquently expressed: 

“Paschime aj Khuliyachhe Dwar, setha hote sobe ane upohar, dibe ear nibe miabe milibe jabe na 

fire…” “The doors of the West have opened, and all its gifts will come to us. We will receive and 

we will give, and the exchange will be fruitful”. 

Tagore's vision of a global community, where knowledge and ideas are shared freely, resonates 

deeply with the concept of global collaboration in education. Perhaps the idea to create a more 

connected and sustainable future world for future generations was the basis of visionary Tagore's 

creation of Visva-Bharati University in 1921, a pioneering institution that aimed to foster 

international understanding and cooperation through education. 

By embracing Tagore's vision, we can create a more interconnected and interdependent world, 

where young people are empowered to address the complex challenges facing our planet. In 

conclusion, this paper highlights the critical role of global collaboration in education in promoting 

sustainable futures. By fostering sustainable development, global citizenship, and intercultural 

understanding, collaborative education can empower young people to create a more sustainable, 

equitable, and peaceful world. 

9. RECOMMENDATIONS 

Based on the findings of this study, we recommend that educators, policymakers, and stakeholders 

prioritize global collaboration in education as a key strategy for promoting sustainable futures. 

This can be achieved through the development of global education programs, the promotion of 

cultural exchange, and the support of collaborative research initiatives. 

10. LIMITATIONS 

This study has several limitations. First, the literature review was limited to English, Bengali & 

Sanskrit-language sources, which may have excluded relevant studies published in other 

languages. Second, the case studies analyzed in this study were limited to a small number of 

examples, which may not be representative of all global collaborations in education. 

11. FUTURE RESEARCH DIRECTIONS 

Future research should focus on exploring the impact of global collaborations in education on 

promoting sustainable futures. This can be achieved through the development of longitudinal 

studies, the analysis of large datasets, and the conduct of comparative research 
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