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Introduction: The Meaning of Research 

 The word ‘research’ has come from the Latin word ‘circare’, which means to go about. The prefix ‘re’ 

means to ‘reunite’, ‘reorganize’, etc. The word ‘research’ is now used as a technical term to mean a systematic 

investigation in a field of knowledge to discover or establish facts or principles. 
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Research adds to the existing knowledge and understanding of any subject. 

On the one hand, just as it enriches and even verifies one’s ideas and 

opinions, on the other hand it may question or even reshape them. Therefore 

research is exclusively about seeking new information, which is at once 

realizable only after reviewing developments already made on the subject 

concerned. In other words, a work of research if undertaken, ideally, will 

not only sanction ideas and perspectives but will also help to bring about 

novel techniques for application on even newer subjects for understanding. 
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 According to the Oxford English Dictionary: “Research is a search or investigation directed to the 

discovery of some fact by careful consideration or study of a subject, a course of critical or scientific inquiry” 

(Murray 507). 

 

The Significance of Research 

 According to Hudson, “all progress is born of inquiry. Doubt is often better than overconfidence, for it 

leads to inquiry, and inquiry leads to invention” (qtd. in Kothari 5). It is in this context that the significance of 

research can well be understood: 

▪ First, research is a systematic and critical investigation: as for example, if a researcher finds that Hopkins 

is a purely modern poet and yet he is Victorian in his attitude and ideas, he must not ignore the latter fact 

and must revise his hypothesis. 

▪ Second, research is the discovery of new facts and correct information: for example, we all know, 

Shakespeare has to his authentic credit a total of thirty-seven plays. Now if someone comes with a 

manuscript and systematically proves to be the playwright’s thirty-eighth play, he will be said to have 

discovered a new fact and hence he will make a genuine contribution to knowledge. 

▪ Third, research is the revision of accepted laws or theories: for example, Sir William Jones’ discovery of 

the fact that Sanskrit language is the oldest revises the seventeenth century linguists’ notion of Latin and 

Greek being the oldest. 

▪ And fourth, research becomes significant with the practical application of new theories: for examples, 

Albert Einstein’s theory of relativity is applied in space research and in scientific literature; Sigmund 

Freud’s theory of psychoanalysis is applied in the analysis of a literary text; and Chomsky’s 

transformational generative grammar is applied in computers. 

The Characteristics of Research 

According to C.C. Crawford of the University of Southern California, there can be as many as nine 

characteristics of research: 

▪ It centres on a problem. 

▪ It involves original work. 

▪ It rests upon an attitude of curiosity. 

▪ It requires an open mind. 

▪ It rests on the assumption that everything is subject to law and order. 

▪ Its object is to discover laws and generalization. 

▪ It is a study of cause and effect. 

▪ It is based on measurement. 
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▪ It involves a conscious technique. 

▪ It is a never-ending process. 

However, the implication of these characteristics is that research is always supposed to be concerned with the 

continuity and integrity of the thought process irrespective of whether it is science or humanities. 

The Aims and Objectives of Research 

 The aims of research can be found in the functions of the university education system which are 

interdependent, and which precisely are: 

▪ Teaching: Because by closing the educational institutions for a hundred years will lead to the return of 

prehistoric age or civilization. 

▪ Research: Because only by treasuring knowledge without research would be like losing the utility of 

teaching. 

▪ Extension: Because a teacher must not limit himself to repeating the old things in the classroom every year. 

There are four objectives of literary research: 

▪ Advancement of knowledge: The researcher should have a thorough knowledge of what has been done in 

the past. As for example, A.C. Bradley, after perusing several critics’ works of Hamlet’s delay, came up 

with his novel idea of ‘melancholy’ to be the cause. 

▪ In other words, the researcher should have a fresh interpretation of the known facts: as an example, earlier 

it was believed that heavier things fell on the earth with greater velocity than the lighter ones. Further 

experiments proved that all things fall with the same velocity. The fresh interpretation here being that 

which went unnoticed by the previous scientists: The slowing-down effect of the resistance of air. 

▪ Broadening the mind and sharpening the critical insight of the researcher: Unlike the ordinary reader who 

goes through a novel or a poem either for morals or entertainment, a researcher compares and contrasts the 

author’s view with his / her critical insight. Critical insight may be developed by attending seminars, 

symposia and having a wide reading in different branches. As for example, Eliot’s The Wasteland can be 

justifiably researched upon by having accesses to at least Jessie Weston’s From Ritual to Romance, Sir 

James Frazer’s The Golden Bough; from the Upanishads, the Bhagwad Gita, and, not to mention, the 

authentic text itself. 

▪ Regarding reading materials, it’s very pertinent to recall here what Bacon has said somewhere: “Read not 

to contradict and confute, not to believe and take for granted, nor to find talk and discourse, but to weigh 

and consider” (129). 

▪ Creation of a genuine and intelligent interest in literature: Because research is something more than 

earning a qualification or fame. It is an activity which is a reward in itself. 

▪ Research creates a sense of belongingness to a collaborative community: That is research is not limited by 

time. Every generation carries on the task which was not completed by the previous generation. As for 

example, some of the problems that were left by Copernicus were completed by Galileo. 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/deed.en
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2945-3135


  

      

 

 

                    
         The work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution  

Non Commercia 4.0 International License 

 
 

404 

ISSN (ELECTRONIC): 2945-3135 

 
 

 
Masumminhaj Hossain (2026). The Nature of Research: Exploring Its Meaning, Scope and Objectives. 

International Journal of Multidisciplinary Research & Reviews. 5(3). 401-405.  
 

Conclusion 

 We can conclude in the words of Dr. F.R. Leavis: “Research should be able to generate in the 

university a centre of human consciousness, perception, knowledge, judgment and responsibility. Research 

has to be thought of in relation to the whole idea of university. It must aim at establishing a creative front and 

doing creative work on the contemporary intellectual frontier” (22). 

AUTHOR(S) CONTRIBUTION 

 The writers affirm that they have no connections to, or engagement with, any group or body 

that provides financial or non-financial assistance for the topics or resources covered in this 

manuscript.  

CONFLICTS OF INTEREST  

 The authors declared no potential conflicts of interest with respect to the research, authorship, 

and/or publication of this article. 

PLAGIARISM POLICY 

 All authors declare that any kind of violation of plagiarism, copyright and ethical matters will 

take care by all authors. Journal and editors are not liable for aforesaid matters. 

SOURCES OF FUNDING 

 The authors received no financial aid to support for the research. 

 REFERENCES  

Bacon, Francis. “Of Studies.” Bacon’s Essays, edited by F. G. Selby, London: Macmillan and Co., Limited, 

1889, pp. 128-129. 

Barzun, Jacques. Simple & Direct. HarperCollins Publishers, 1985. 

Beardsley, Monroe C. Thinking Straight. Read Books Ltd, 2013. 

Bradley, A. C. Shakespearean Tragedy. Bloomsbury Publishing, 2018. 

Crawford, Claude C. The Technique of Research in Education. 1928. 

Jones, William. ASIATIC RESEARCHES Comprising HISTORY and ANTIQUITIES, the ARTS, SCIENCES, 

and LITERATURE of ASIA. 1788. vol. The First, Cosmo Publications, 1789. 

Kerlinger, Fred N. Foundations of Behavioral Research. Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1973. 

Kothari, C. R.. Research Methodology: Methods and Techniques. India, New Age International (P) 

Limited, 2004.. 

Leavis, F. R. English Literature in Our Time and the University. Cambridge University Press, 1967. 

Pearsall, Judy, and Bill Trumble. The Oxford English Reference Dictionary. 1995. 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/deed.en
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2945-3135


  

      

 

 

                    
         The work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution  

Non Commercia 4.0 International License 

 
 

405 

ISSN (ELECTRONIC): 2945-3135 

 
 

 
Masumminhaj Hossain (2026). The Nature of Research: Exploring Its Meaning, Scope and Objectives. 

International Journal of Multidisciplinary Research & Reviews. 5(3). 401-405.  
 

“Research.” The Oxford English Dictionary: Being a Corrected Re-Issue with an Introduction, Supplement, 

and Bibliography of a New English Dictionary on Historical Principles, edited by James A.H. Murray et al., 

vol. VIII Poy-Ry, Oxford University Press, 1933, p. 507. 

Sir James Frazer. The Golden Bough. Penguin UK, 1996. 

The Modern Language Association of America. MLA Handbook. 9th ed., The Modern Language Association 

of America, 2021. 

Weston, James L., and Jessie Laidlay Weston. From Ritual to Romance. Cosimo, Inc., 2007. 

 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/deed.en
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2945-3135

