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Keywords Abstract

Environmental Ethics, Among the various contemporary discourses, environmental ethics is

Animal Ethics, notably complex, as it frequently presents profound moral dilemmas. A
central concern within this field is the moral consideration of non-human

Intrinsic Value, animals. While this topic has historical philosophical roots, it gained

significant momentum in the 1970s, eventually evolving into a global
Non-Human Animals, movement. Animal Ethics, a specialized branch of environmental ethics,
Moral Status, advocates for the intrinsic value of animals and their right to exist and roam
free from human interference. Historically, until the 17th century, the
prevailing philosophical view—rooted in human rationality—relegated

animals to mere instrumental or "mechanical" value, justifying their

Animal Rights.

exploitation. However, this anthropocentric paradigm was challenged by
Jeremy Bentham, who argued that the capacity to suffer, rather than
rationality, is the true benchmark of morality. Furthermore, Darwinian
theory suggested that emotional states like joy and pain are adaptive traits
shared across species. Despite traditional moral frameworks prioritizing
human status, modern animal rights advocates argue that non-human

animals possess inherent rights. These rights constitute a legitimate claim to
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| | live without harm, establishing animals as beings of significant moral worth. |
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