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1.Introduction 

The twenty-first century has witnessed profound changes in governance, driven by globalization, 

technological innovation, climate change, demographic shifts, and evolving political institutions. 

These transformations have highlighted persistent gender inequalities in political representation, 

economic participation, access to education, healthcare, digital technologies, and public decision-

making. Although significant progress has been achieved through international commitments and 
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Feminist public policy has emerged as a transformative approach to 

governance by challenging structural inequalities and promoting gender 

equality through inclusive policymaking. Unlike traditional policy 

frameworks that often overlook the differentiated experiences of women and 

marginalized groups, feminist public policy integrates gender perspectives 

into policy design, implementation, and evaluation. In the twenty-first 

century, globalization, digital transformation, climate change, migration, 

and artificial intelligence have introduced new dimensions to gender 

inequality, requiring governments to adopt more responsive and 

intersectional policy approaches. This article examines the evolution of 

feminist public policy, its theoretical foundations, key policy domains, 

contemporary challenges, and future prospects. It argues that feminist public 

policy is not merely about increasing women's representation but about 

restructuring governance to ensure equity, participation, accountability, and 

social justice. The article concludes that integrating feminist principles into 

public policymaking contributes to democratic governance, sustainable 

development, and inclusive economic growth. 
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national reforms, women and gender minorities continue to face structural barriers that limit equal 

participation in society. 

Feminist public policy has emerged as an important framework for addressing these inequalities. 

Rather than treating gender as a peripheral concern, it recognizes that public policies affect different 

social groups in different ways. It therefore advocates the integration of gender perspectives 

throughout the policy cycle—from agenda setting and policy formulation to implementation and 

evaluation. The objective is to create institutions that promote fairness, equality, and social inclusion 

while strengthening democratic governance. 

2.Evolution of Feminist Public Policy 

Feminist public policy developed alongside the broader feminist movement, which challenged 

discriminatory laws, unequal access to education, political exclusion, and economic inequality. Early 

policy reforms concentrated on legal equality, including voting rights, equal pay legislation, and anti-

discrimination measures. Over time, feminist scholarship demonstrated that formal equality alone 

could not eliminate structural inequalities embedded within political and administrative institutions. 

Contemporary feminist public policy adopts a broader perspective by addressing social norms, 

institutional practices, unpaid care work, violence against women, and unequal access to resources. It 

also recognizes that gender intersects with class, race, ethnicity, disability, age, religion, and 

geography, making intersectionality an essential principle in policy design. 

3.Principles of Feminist Public Policy 

Several principles distinguish feminist public policy from conventional approaches. 

Gender Equality: Public policies should ensure equal rights, opportunities, and outcomes for all 

individuals regardless of gender. 

Intersectionality: Policymaking must consider multiple forms of discrimination that influence 

people's experiences and access to public services. 

Participation: Women and marginalized communities should actively participate in policymaking 

and governance rather than merely being policy beneficiaries. 

Accountability: Governments must establish transparent mechanisms to monitor progress toward 

gender equality and evaluate policy outcomes. 

Human Rights: Feminist public policy is grounded in international human rights principles that 

emphasize dignity, equality, and non-discrimination. 

4.Feminist Public Policy in Key Sectors 

Political Governance 

Women's political representation has increased across many democracies through electoral reforms, 

gender quotas, and leadership development initiatives. Greater representation contributes to more 
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inclusive policymaking and strengthens democratic legitimacy. However, women remain 

underrepresented in executive leadership positions, legislatures, and senior administrative offices in 

many countries. Feminist public policy therefore promotes institutional reforms that remove barriers 

to political participation and encourage gender-balanced leadership. 

Economic Policy 

Economic inequality remains a significant concern. Women often experience lower labour force 

participation, wage disparities, occupational segregation, and disproportionate responsibility for 

unpaid care work. Feminist economic policy seeks to address these challenges through equal pay 

legislation, parental leave, affordable childcare, social protection programmes, and gender-

responsive budgeting. Recognizing care work as a valuable economic contribution is increasingly 

viewed as essential for inclusive growth. 

Health and Education 

Gender-sensitive policies have expanded access to education, reproductive healthcare, maternal 

health services, and social welfare programmes. Nevertheless, disparities persist in access to quality 

healthcare, especially among rural populations and marginalized communities. Feminist public 

policy advocates universal access to healthcare and education while ensuring that services address 

gender-specific needs. 

Digital Governance and Artificial Intelligence 

Digital transformation has created new opportunities while also exposing new forms of inequality. 

Women remain underrepresented in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) 

fields, limiting their influence over emerging technologies. Moreover, algorithmic bias in artificial 

intelligence can reinforce discrimination in recruitment, healthcare, policing, and financial services. 

Feminist public policy emphasizes ethical AI, inclusive digital governance, data transparency, 

algorithmic accountability, and equal digital access. Governments are increasingly encouraged to 

integrate gender impact assessments into digital policymaking to prevent technological 

discrimination. 

Climate Change and Environmental Governance 

Climate change disproportionately affects women due to existing social and economic inequalities. 

Women often face greater risks during natural disasters while simultaneously playing essential roles 

in community resilience and environmental management. Feminist climate policy promotes women's 

participation in climate governance, equitable access to resources, and gender-sensitive adaptation 

and mitigation strategies. 

5.Challenges to Feminist Public Policy 

Despite considerable progress, several obstacles continue to hinder the effective implementation of 

feminist public policy. 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/deed.en
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2945-3135


  

      

 

 

                    
         The work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution  

Non Commercia 4.0 International License 

54 

ISSN (ELECTRONIC): 2945-3135 

 
 

 
Mehar Sandhu (2026). Feminist Public Policy in the Twenty-First Century. International Journal of 

Multidisciplinary Research & Reviews, 5(8),51-57. 

 

Institutional resistance often slows policy reform due to deeply embedded patriarchal norms and 

bureaucratic inertia. Political polarization can also weaken support for gender equality initiatives. In 

many countries, insufficient gender-disaggregated data limits evidence-based policymaking and 

makes it difficult to evaluate policy outcomes. 

Resource constraints further affect implementation, particularly in developing countries where 

competing development priorities limit investments in gender programmes. Emerging technologies 

also present governance challenges, including digital exclusion, online harassment, misinformation, 

and algorithmic bias. 

6.International Frameworks 

Global institutions have played a significant role in promoting feminist public policy. The 

Sustainable Development Goals, particularly Goal 5 on gender equality, encourage governments to 

mainstream gender across all policy sectors. International conventions such as the Convention on the 

Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) have established legal 

standards for eliminating discrimination. The Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action continues 

to guide national gender policies, while the Women, Peace and Security agenda has expanded the 

role of women in conflict prevention, peacebuilding, and post-conflict reconstruction. 

7.Future Directions 

The future of feminist public policy lies in integrating gender perspectives into emerging governance 

challenges. Artificial intelligence governance should include gender-sensitive regulatory frameworks 

that promote fairness, transparency, and accountability. Climate policies must recognize women's 

leadership in environmental sustainability and disaster resilience. Digital governance should ensure 

equal access to technology while addressing online gender-based violence and digital exclusion. 

Governments should also strengthen gender-responsive budgeting, improve data collection, expand 

women's representation in political institutions, and establish robust monitoring mechanisms to 

assess policy effectiveness. Collaboration among governments, academia, civil society, and 

international organizations will be essential for building more inclusive governance systems. 

8.Recent Case Studies in Feminist Public Policy (2023–2026) 

India: Gender Budgeting and Women-Led Development 

India has continued to expand gender-responsive budgeting as a central component of its public 

policy framework. The Union Budget has increasingly allocated resources toward women's health, 

entrepreneurship, financial inclusion, and safety under the broader vision of "women-led 

development." Government initiatives such as Mission Shakti, the expansion of Self-Help Groups 

(SHGs), and increased investment in women-centric welfare programmes demonstrate efforts to 

mainstream gender across policy sectors. However, policy analysts have noted that greater emphasis 

is still required on women's employment, education, social protection, and unpaid care work, 

highlighting the gap between budgetary commitments and substantive gender transformation. 
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Policy Lesson: Gender budgeting is most effective when accompanied by measurable outcomes, 

institutional accountability, and systematic evaluation of gender impacts. 

Mexico: Gender Parity in Political Representation 

Mexico has become an international leader in institutionalizing gender equality in politics through 

constitutional reforms requiring gender parity ("parity in everything") across elected offices and 

public institutions. As a result, women now occupy nearly equal representation in the national 

legislature, and the election of the country's first woman president marked a significant milestone in 

political inclusion. The Mexican experience demonstrates that legal mandates, electoral reforms, and 

independent electoral institutions can substantially increase women's participation in governance. 

Policy Lesson: Constitutional guarantees and mandatory gender quotas can significantly improve 

women's political representation when supported by effective enforcement mechanisms. 

Spain: Feminist Labour and Care Policies 

Spain has emerged as a leading example of feminist public policy by integrating gender equality into 

labour market reforms, parental leave policies, and workplace protections. Recent reforms have 

expanded paid parental leave, strengthened equal pay measures, and addressed gender-based 

violence through comprehensive legislation. Spain has also sought to redistribute unpaid care 

responsibilities between women and men, recognizing care work as an essential component of 

economic policy. 

Policy Lesson: Feminist economic policy should extend beyond employment equality to include 

care infrastructure, family-friendly workplaces, and social protection systems. 

Rwanda: Women's Political Leadership 

Rwanda continues to record one of the highest levels of women's parliamentary representation 

globally, with women holding a majority of seats in the lower house of Parliament. This achievement 

reflects constitutional quotas, post-conflict institutional reforms, and sustained political commitment 

to gender inclusion. Increased representation has contributed to legislation on gender-based violence, 

maternal health, education, and land rights. 

Policy Lesson: Political representation enhances policy responsiveness when women participate 

meaningfully in legislative and executive decision-making. 

UN Women and the Global Advancement of Gender Governance 

UN Women has continued to support governments in integrating gender equality into public policy 

through technical assistance, institutional capacity-building, and legal reform. During 2024–2025, 

supported initiatives included expanding women's political participation, strengthening gender-

responsive budgeting, improving legal protections against violence, and increasing women's 

participation in peacebuilding and climate governance. Several countries introduced new legislation 
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against violence in politics, expanded gender-responsive public expenditure, and adopted national 

action plans under the Women, Peace and Security agenda. 

Policy Lesson: International organizations can strengthen domestic feminist public policy by 

providing technical expertise, financing, and platforms for international cooperation. 

Kazakhstan: Comprehensive Legal Reforms on Women's Rights 

Kazakhstan undertook major legal reforms aimed at strengthening protections against domestic 

violence and improving women's rights through amendments to criminal, labour, and education laws. 

These reforms followed sustained advocacy from civil society organizations and international 

partners seeking stronger legal protections for women and girls. 

Policy Lesson: Legal reforms become more effective when accompanied by institutional capacity-

building, public awareness campaigns, and accessible support services for survivors. 

Artificial Intelligence and Gender Governance 

Governments and international organizations are increasingly recognizing that artificial intelligence 

can unintentionally reinforce existing gender inequalities through biased datasets and algorithmic 

decision-making. Consequently, emerging AI governance frameworks now emphasize fairness, 

transparency, human oversight, and gender impact assessments in automated public services. 

Feminist scholars argue that AI governance should incorporate diverse voices throughout the 

technology lifecycle to ensure inclusive digital governance. 

Policy Lesson: Gender equality must become a core principle of digital governance, ensuring that AI 

systems promote inclusion rather than reproduce structural discrimination. 

9.Conclusion 

Feminist public policy represents a comprehensive approach to achieving equitable and democratic 

governance. It moves beyond symbolic representation by addressing the structural causes of gender 

inequality and promoting inclusive participation across all sectors of society. In the twenty-first 

century, emerging challenges such as artificial intelligence, climate change, and digital 

transformation require governments to adopt innovative and gender-responsive policy frameworks. 

By embedding principles of equality, participation, accountability, and intersectionality into public 

policymaking, feminist public policy contributes to stronger institutions, more effective governance, 

and sustainable development. Its continued evolution will remain essential for creating societies 

where all individuals can participate equally in political, economic, and social life. 
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